
Policy brief. 
What and why? 



Talk’s plan

• What? Definition of policy brief

• Why? The place of policy brief in 
decision making

• Content of a policy brief

• Possibility of peer-review 
publication through policy brief 
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Policy brief? – 1st definition
IDRC (International 
Development Research Centre)

• A short document that presents 
the findings and 
recommendations of a research 
project to a non-specialized 
audience

• A vehicle for providing policy 
advice 
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Policy brief – 2nd definition
by FAO

• Is a concise summary of 
a particular issue, the 
policy options to deal 
with it, and some 
recommendations on the 
best option. It is aimed 
at government 
policymakers and others 
who are interested in 
formulating or 
influencing policy.

4/22



WHO definition

• Evidence-based policy briefs (or 
“evidence briefs for policy) bring 
together global research 
evidence (from systematic 
reviews) and local evidence to 
inform deliberations (policy 
dialogues) about health policies 
and programmes. 
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What should be 
components of a 
policy brief

• Brief

• Policy advice

• Options

• Evidence based
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Appropriate toolsTarget audience

Scientific articlesResearchers

Patient Decision Aid (PDA), 
Media

Patients, People

Clinical guidelines and Public 
health guidance

Service providers

Policy briefPolicy makers
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Why thinking of a policy maker 
is different from a researcher?

• To manage pressures,

• Non-essential demands,

• Non-technical agendas,

• Financial dialogue the finance sector,

• Competing priorities.



Evidence 
creation funnel
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A good aim for any policy brief is 
to pass the BREAKFAST TEST. 

A policy brief should be read and 
understood in the length of time 
it takes to drink a coffee over 
breakfast!
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Define The Problem

Evaluate

Implement

Develop Options

Decide how to Do

Agenda setting

Policy formulation

Policy adoption



Policy dialogue:

1. The recognition of the need for locally 
contextualised 'decision support' for 
policymakers

2. The recognition that research evidence is 
only one input into the decision-making 
processes of policymakers

3. The recognition that many stakeholders 
can add significant value to these 
processes 
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Take home messages 

There are different forms of policy briefs Content of evidence policy briefs:

A description of a problem

Options

Impacts of options

Considerations about potential 
barriers to implementing

It follows by a policy dialogue
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Talk’s plan

• What? Definition of policy brief

• Why? The place of policy brief in 
decision making

• Content of the policy brief

• Possibility of peer-review 
publication through policy brief 

21/22


